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DSSO  Newsletter
z August Notes z

Letter from Dennis Ross, DSSO President; Letter to Video Remote 
Interpreting (VRI) Committee; Membership Renewal Reminder; 
Special Guest from Video Relay Service Customers Association 
(VRSCA); OSF Deaf Weekend

LETTER AND PICTURE FROM DENNIS ROSS 

P U B L I S H E D  B Y  D E A F  S E R V I C E S  O F  S O U T H E R N  O R E G O N

I, Dennis Ross, apologize for 
not having DSSO Newsletter 
print the results from the Bill 
Smith Memorial Trout Derby at 
Diamond Lake held on June 12, 
2010.

I was in a hurry and gave the 
results to a person. For some 
reason, that person did not 
deliver the results to Bill 

Drobkiewicz or Janice 
VanDomelen to be in the 
Newsletter.

As an extra, I am including 
another picture with a lot of  
trout - especially look in the 
basket. I am in blue shirt, Ron 
Hase is next to me and Vlad 
Rydl is holding the basket.

TROUT DERBY RESULTS

Place - Length - Weight

1st: Dennis Ross - 17 1/16Ó - 2.2 
oz

2nd: Leslie Kerber - 13!Ó - .14 
oz

3rd: David Rimmer - 12 15/16Ó 
- .14 oz

4th: Ron VanDomelen - 12 
15/16Ó - .13 oz

Summer Reminders
Bill Drobkiewicz, DSSO 
Newsletter Editor, and Janice 
VanDomelen, Newsletter  
Reporter, would like to hope 
that all of our readers are 
enjoying the rest of summer. 
Stay cool and safe.

DSSO would like to remind 
members to renew the 
memberships before the 
September 11 meeting. We are 
enclosing the membership 
form to help you renew your 
membership.

Of  course, it is $10 per year, 
$7 for seniors over 55 years 
old.



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Rafting on 

Rogue River

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Ice Cream 

& Prayer Walk

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 DCC

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 SOBAD 

starts

29 30 Newsletter 

sent out today

31

Everybody is welcome. These ongoing activities are open to all members of the deaf/hard-of-
hearing/hearing impaired community including interpreters, students, teachers, family and 

friends.
For further info, please contact Janice VanDomelen, Event Coordinator, at jicvand@charter.net.

Events and Upcoming Events!
!
August
August 7th - Rafting Day & BBQ picnic hosted by Karen Dalbec and Dennis Kane.
August 14th - Women’s prayer walk - check the DSSO Staff  page for details (dark blue)
August 14th - Ice Cream social - DQ at 951 E. Barnett Road near I-5; 5 p.m.
August 21st  - DCC - Rogue Valley Mall from 5 p.m. to close
August 21st - Perch Derby at Siltcoos Lake, south of  Florence
August 28th - SOBAD (Southern Oregon Bowling Association of  the Deaf) starts again!
!
September
September 3rd to 6th - WDT World Deaf  Timberfest
September 10th - Wine tasting, education and Demonstration, location and time to be announced
September 11th - VRSCA seminar; 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
September 11th - DSSO meeting; 5 p.m.
September 11th - Women’s Prayer Walk - check the DSSO Staff  page for details (dark blue)
September 18th - DCC - Rogue Valley Mall from 5 p.m. to close
September 25th - no ice cream social

October
October - Halloween?
October 16th - DCC - Rogue Valley Mall from 5 p.m. to close
October 23rd - Pizza Night - Abby’s Pizza on Riverside (Highway 99 at Barnett Road); 5 p.m. to close
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Letter to VRI Committee
As some of  you know, the VRI (Video Remote Interpreting) Committee was working on getting our area 
hospitals, doctors, dentists, medical clinics and other medical places to provide improved interpreting 
services and providing VRI for at least 7 to 8 months.

We now have a promising start at Providence Medford Medical Center, also known as Providence 
Hospital. We are showing you the following letter from Pat Fields, Director of  Access Services. The letter 
is addressed to Bill Drobkiewicz, lead facilitator of  the VRI Committee.

***********
Dear Mr. Bill Drobkiewicz,

Thank you for inviting Susan Hall and I to meet with representatives of the deaf community in Southern 
Oregon. We appreciate your openness in sharing your concerns and recommendations of how Provi-
dence Medford Medical Center can improve our service.
 
In follow up to our meeting, we have taken several steps which we believe will improve our services for 
the deaf community. We have increased the number of interpreters we contract with from two to four. 
We also have provided updated listings of the interpreters to our PMG clinics and all hospital depart-
ments, and we are coordinating with our Oregon Region facilities in exploring VRI options. Representa-
tives from All Hands Interpreting Services recently gave a demo to our PMMC Information Technology 
Department, and we are assessing the internet accessibility and required equipment.

Thank you again for sharing your insight into the needs of the deaf community. If Susan Hall or I can be 
of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 541-732-5115.

Sincerely, 

Pat Fields
Director of Access Services

***********

The other VRI Committee members are Roquel Wilson (co-facilitator), Lynda Babbitt (co-facilitator), 
Wendy Cunningham, Missy VanDomelen, Bobby Coleman, Bob Schultz and Dennis Ross. Rosemary 
DiSiervi of  Disability Rights Oregon is working with the VRI Committee as advisor.

We are still working on expanding VRI to other companies and businesses. When Providence Þnally 
announce that they now have VRI, we will follow up with them on VRI equipment training and practice 
- that will not be immediate. Of  course, Pat Fields would like to hear from you if  you had a hard time or 
any problem with their contract interpreters and/or Providence doctors, nurses or other staff.



VRSCA and OSF
DSSO will have a special guest, Rusty Wales, 
from VRSCA before the meeting. Rusty Wales 
will also do wine tasting, education and 
demonstration. OSF (Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival) just Þnished its great Deaf Weekend.

VRSCA AND WINE TASTING
VRSCA (Video Relay Services Customer 
Association) will send Rusty Wales to explain 
about VRS and how VRSCA can help empower 
VRS users in working with VRS companies. 
VRSCA gets all its information from FCC 
(Federal Communication Commission) - especially 
laws, regulations and rulings - and all other VRS 
companies (not just Sorenson).

VRSCA is online at www.vrsca.org.

Rusty Wales will have his presentation on 
September 11, 2010 at 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. with 
some refreshments. DSSO will have its meeting on 
the same day at 5 p.m. Both will be at the 
Southern Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing 
Center on Holly Street near downtown Medford.

Rusty will also have wine tasting, education and 
demonstration in the Rogue Valley on September 
10. Janice VanDomelen, event chair, will 
announce the time and location as soon as she 
knows for sure. Janice says the tasting will be cool.

OSF DEAF WEEKEND
This past July weekend (23, 24 and 25), Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival had three plays with Howie 
Seago and a deaf  mime in the Green Show. 
Howie Seago was in The Merchant of  Venice as 
Tubal, in Hamlet as the Ghost of  HamletÕs Father 
and in Henry IV, Part One as Pions. As always, 

Howie Seago was great. These three shows had 
sign language interpreters, coached by Billy 
Seago. The interpreters were good and suited 
their characters well. Of  course, they, along with 
Billy Seago, worked very hard on all these shows.

The Green Show is an open air stage show, always 
free to all. The Green Show had a deaf  Russian 
mime, Max-I-Mime. The show was a comedy - 
physical comedy. Max-I-Mime is actually Max 
Fomitchev who lives in Canada after defecting 
from Russia back in 1992.

Max had the audience laughing through much of  
the show. Of  course, he amazed the crowd with 
his physical ability and technique.

The next OSF shows with sign language 
interpretation is in October - She Loves Me; 
October 1st at 8 p.m. and Pride and Prejudice; 
October 2nd at 8 p.m. Both will be in the Bowmer 
Theater.

EVENTS ANNOUNCEMENT
Remember - we will have rafting and BBQ on 
August 7th. Be at Raft Rite at 10 a.m. sharp. Raft 
Rite is in Shady Cove. After rafting, there will be 
BBQ in Shady Cove city park. Check the enclosed 
ßyer, of  course. Come and have a blast! Let us 
show our valley spirit!

Southern Oregon Bowling Association for the 
Deaf  will start its league on August 28 at 
MedfordÕs Lava Lanes. The league meeting is at 9 
a.m. and bowling will start at 11 a.m. Be sure to 
bring enough money for bowling and 
membership.
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DSSO Membership New/Renewal Form

All membership fees are due every June 20th

Membership:

Under 55 - $10.00/year  Senior/Over 55 - $7.00/year

A = Please fill out the form on the back. Please write your name and address – we confirm your identity with our 
last year’s records. When you pay for your membership, please confirm your membership. If we do not have your 
address, your membership will not be processed.

B = You can pay between January 1st and June 18th. We are giving you two (2) days to renew by mail so that your 
completed form can arrive in our mailbox on June 20th. It is a flat rate per year. If you pay now before June 20th 
then you are good until next June 20th. ! If you pay late after June 20th to December 31st you are good until next 
June 20th. ! Here are three categories of renewal (this applies every year). 

 1 = Early (January 1st through June 20th)

 2 = On Time (June 20th through July 5th)

 3 = Late (July 6th through December 31st) 

C = We accept cash and money orders. Money orders must be made out to Deaf Services of Southern Oregon. 

D = Other Information

 Have your address complete with zip code so that we can confirm your membership status. Your name 
and address will be used for the DSSO Newsletter mailings as well. Same for your e-mail address. Please mail the 
completed form and payment to Treasurer’s address. You can make copies of this form for your family and 
friends.

Thank you, 

Missy VanDomelen, DSSO Treasurer

! Deaf Services of Southern Oregon

PO Box 4535

Medford, OR 97501



DATE:__________   YEAR: 2010 - 2011

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS IF 
DIFFERENT:_________________________________________________________________

PLEASE INCLUDE ZIP CODE!!!

VP PHONE NUMBER OR ANY PHONE NUMBER (please label which phone VP, TTY, text, voice, 
etc)

(OPTIONAL):__________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS (CAN BE USED FOR DSSO NEWSLETTER EMAIL, TOO):

______________________________________________________________________________

UNDER 55 ($10.00 PER PERSON):_________ DUE JUNE 20TH

OVER 55 ($7.00 PER PERSON): ________DUE JUNE 20TH

NO CHECKS ACCEPTED

CASH: ________

MONEY ORDER:________

TOTAL:________

DO NOT WRITE BELOW- DSSO OFFICERS ONLY

Treasurer/Secretary - Receive Date:

B = 1_____2_____3_____

C = $10.00 _______ $7.00 _______ CASH    MONEY ORDER

Notes/Comments:



August 7
10 A.M. SHARP!

Raft  Rite -  Shady Cove
off Highway 62

$8 per person at door
BBQ potluck after

If  you do not bring a side dish, $1

DSSO will provide meats 
and buns

 Bring your own drinks, side dishes, chairs, plates, 
forks, knives, spoons, napkins, clothes (for rafting 

and for the evening)

Pot luck will be at Shady Cove Park
No beers or wines or alcoholic drinks allowed in 

park

Map on back



5/27/08 9:20 AM31 Maple Dr, Shady Cove, OR 97539 (Raft Rite Rentals) - Google Maps

Page 1 of 1http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=31+Maple+Dr,É37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=51.222969,96.679688&ie=UTF8&z=16&pw=2

Address 31 Maple Dr
Shady Cove,
OR 97539

Notes

©2008 Google - Map data ©2008 NAVTEQª - Terms of Use



Women’s Prayer Walk

Begin Date: August 14th 

Time: 10 a.m. to Noon

We will walk at 10:15 a.m. sharp

Where: Hawthorne Park (Meet in the swimming pool area)

We will walk from Hawthorne Park to Bear Creek. We will sit down for bible devotion, questions and/or discus-
sion, and pray together. Then we will walk back to Hawthorne Park.

If  you have any questions, Please contact Tami Carreon, Joelle Morgan and Lynda Babbitt

See you on August 14th at 10 a.m. sharp! Come join us and have fun time together for our Women Prayer Walk!

Second Saturday in September for the next Women’s Prayer Walk.

***********
D.S.S.O. Staff and Newsletter Information:

President: Dennis Ross dennisnedie@charter.net
Vice President: Dean Darling coolzharleydude@hotmail.com 

Treasurer: Missy VanDomelen misbo23@aol.com
Secretary: Jacque Wattles dreamcatcher1993@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Bill Drobkiewicz drobkiewicz@gmail.com
Event Coordinator: Janice VanDomelen

Board of Trustees: Dennis Kane; Tami Carreon; Bill Drobkiewicz 

D.S.S.O. Mailing Address: D.S.S.O. PO Box 4535 Medford, OR 97501
D.S.S.O. E-mail: info@dsso.org

WWW: http://www.dsso.org

Newsletter Policy: Deadline: Last Sunday every month. Exactly 6 p.m. is the closing time
for the newsletter. We will publish on last Monday every month.

Contact the newsletter at (541) 245-2549 (voice/TTY) or newsletter@dsso.org

Newsletter mailing address: D.S.S.O. Newsletter c/o Bill Drobkiewicz 2432 Fox
Run Medford OR 97504-6358

Subscription Information: If you wish to subscribe to the Newsletter, you will
need to pay the $20 subscription fee. Mail the $20 fee to the above Newsletter address. For

more information, contact either Bill Drobkiewicz or Dennis Ross. All subscriptions renew every 
August. Contact us if you move or have a new address. Please!

Advertising Policy: Advertising in the newsletter is $10 per month. A yearÕs worth of advertising is 
$100 (two months free). Advertisements can be text, ßyer or a combination of both. Any pictures or pho-
tos must be camera-ready as we use a printer and a scanner. You can send the monies and advertising to 

the above Newsletter address.
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Rogue Valley Deaf Christian Fellowship
Pastor Ken Bell
922 West Harbeck Road
Grants Pass OR
 
Every Saturday Deaf Service 6 p.m.
Every Tuesday Bible study 6 p.m.
 
First Saturdays every month- Rouge Cof-
fee Roasters (Coffee Fellowship) at 12 to 
2 p.m. G Street and 4th in Grants Pass.

 
Medford:
Rogue Valley Fellowship church
Pastor Ken Bell
2399 South Pacific Highway
Medford OR

Every Thursday Bible Study 6 p.m.
They will provide children in daycare and 
/or class start at 10 a.m.
Every Sunday Deaf Service 10:30 a.m. 
new time start on May 2nd

DSSO Newsletter
℅ Bill Drobkiewicz
2432 Fox Run
Medford OR
97504-6358

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

info@dsso.org

www.dsso.org

Pastor Ken Bell is the new deaf pastor with services in Medford and Grants Pass.
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